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ENROLLMENT

Breaking down the
h i n o tj o;
Students walk around the
Allendale Campus, gvl | kevin sielaff

Making the
transfer easy
GV recognized for support of
community college students
BY JENNA FRACASSI
JFRACASSI@LANTHORN.COM

'PEAKING THEIR MIND: A Grand Valley State University student writes on Nathan Williamson’s free speech board Wednesday, March 22, outside of Zumberge
Hall on the Allendale Campus. GVSU recently expanded its free speech zones on campus after a lawsuit with two students in December 2016. gvl I KEVIN sielaff

GV amends ‘expressive activities’ policy after federal lawsuit
BY EMILY DORAN
NEWS@LANTHORN.COM

s part of a settlement
reached with the Grand
Valley State Univer
sity chapter of Turning
Point USA, GVSU has amended
its policies on “expressive activi
ties,” practically eliminating its
designated “free speech zones.”
The policy changes were made
after Turning Point filed a federal
lawsuit Wednesday, Dec. 7, 2016
against members of GVSU’s ad
ministration, claiming that the
university had violated students’
free speech rights. The listed de
fendants include President Thomas Haas, Provost and Executive
Vice President for Academic and
Student Affairs Gayle Davis and
members of the Board of Trustees.
GVSU students Tim McKeeby
and Joe Tucker are listed as plain
tiffs on the Verified Complaint filed
in the Southern Division of the

A

United States District Court for the
Western District of Michigan.
McKeeby, a junior at GVSU ma
joring in group social studies and
secondary education, is an adamant
proponent of free speech. Accord
ing to the Complaint, he founded
the GVSU chapter of Turning Point,
which is a national, non-profit or
ganization dedicated to promoting
various conservative principles, in
the fall 2016 semester.
McKeeby said the GVSU
chapter of Turning Point is not
technically a registered student
organization because it still
needs a faculty advisor, although
he said its status in the approval
process is “approved pending.”
According to the Complaint,
the lawsuit was sparked by an
incident that occurred Monday,
Oct. 17, 2016 on the Allendale
Campus. The plaintiffs, as well as
“two other individuals,” were roll
ing around an oversized beach
ball—dubbed the “free speech

ball”—and encouraging GVSU
students to write messages on it.
According to the Complaint,
the plaintiffs had acquired permis
sion to use the free speech zone by
the Cook Carillon Tower.
McKeeby said certain members
in the group rolled the beach ball out
of the designated free speech zone
and went near the Student Services
building to promote free speech.
Per the Complaint, they
“were not blocking any entrance
or exit to any buildings, imped
ing access to the buildings or
parking lots, or blocking the free
flow of traffic on the sidewalks.”
In a written response to the
Grand Valley Lanthorn’s ques
tions, however, Tom Butcher,
vice president and general coun
sel for GVSU, offered another
view of what transpired.
“The individuals rolling around a
seven-foot beach ball were, at times,
blocking a sidewalk, using ampli
fied sound and getting too close to

doorways and academic buildings,”
Butcher said. “They were asked to
move to the Carillon Tower and
were even offered extended time to
carry out their activities.”
McKeeby said they were ap
proached by a member of the Dean
of Students Office, and later repre
sentatives from the GVSU Police
Department, and were instructed
to return to the designated free
speech area. He said they were
threatened with arrest for trespass
ing if they did not comply.
A second similar incident oc
curred Friday, Oct. 28, 2016, McK
eeby said, when he and other
individuals were passing out pocketsized copies of the U.S. Constitu
tion to passersby near the Student
Services building, this time without
a permit. He said they were again
approached by an administrative
staff member who informed them

SEE

Grand Valley State University has
been chosen as a member of Phi Theta
Kappas 2017 Transfer Honor Roll,
which recognizes the university’s sup
port of community college transfers.
GVSU is one of 63 institutions
nationwide to be recognized for
this honor.
Bonnie Ulmer-DeGraves, associate
director of admissions for transfer and
orientation, said GVSU provides pre
advising resources to ensure that stu
dents have a seamless transfer process.
“We have the transfer guides that
we post on our homepage for students
that are at Michigan community col
leges,” she said. “These would show
them, based on their major, what
classes they would take at the commu
nity college that would transfer into
the first two years of a program here.”
Students may be concerned that the
classes they are taking will not transfer
when they transition to a four-year
college. These resources allow students
to check course transferability specific
to which college they are attending.
The curriculum guide can be found
at
/www.gvsu.edu/admissioas/curriculum-guides.htm, and the course
equivalencies website can be found at
www.gvsu.edu/studentapps/mtn/.
Doug CPrevious transferred to
GVSU from Muskegon Community
College in 2015. He is currently fin
ishing his final semester at the univer
sity as a multimedia journalism major
with an emphasis in broadcasting.
“The resources I found the most
helpful were the ones at Grand Val-
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SEE

RANSFER I A2

ACCOLADES

GV media students win awards at Michigan
Association of Broadcasters ceremony
BY MEGAN WEBSTER
MWEBSTER@LANTHORN.COM

Over spring break, students from
Grand Valley State University work
ing for different media outlets re
ceived awards for their work from the
Michigan Association of Broadcasters
(MAB) student media awards at a cer
emony in Lansing, Michigan.
This award system allows stu
dents, both in high school and col
lege, to submit work they created
within the past calendar year that has
been distributed on campus media in
some way, shape or form for recogni
tion. It is completely free for students
to submit their work. These nomina
tions can come in the form of radio,
news, sports or feature stories and
are judged by working profession
als. Schools can also win an overall
school award if they have enough
points by the end of the ceremony.
The GVSU student-run radio sta
tion, WCKS “The Whale,” won first
place for sports broadcasting for the
third year in a row, second place for
best on-air personality and an hon
orable mention in the daily news
cast/news feature category.
Len O’Kelly, assistant professor

of multimedia journalism and fac
ulty supervisor for GVTV and “The
Whale,” said these awards allow stu
dents to add to their profile when
they are out searching for jobs.
“When everybody goes to gradu
ate from college, they are leaving
with identical diplomas,” O’Kelly
said. “You’re going into a crowded
job field, especially media. Having
the degree used to be a market dis
tinction, but it’s not anymore.”
GVSU
students
competed
against top media schools such as
University of Michigan, Michigan
State University and Central Mich
igan University. O’Kelly said GVSU
students continue to beat out these
schools year after year, making the
sports broadcasters at “The Whale”
some of the best in the state.
“We compete against Michigan,
Michigan State, Central Michigan,
all the big media schools, and they
have their FM stations and whatnot,”
O’Kelly said. “‘The Whale’ is this
tiny radio station in the basement
of Kirkhof, and we won three pretty
good-size awards this year.
“The sportscasters won against
University of Michigan, who submit
ted the Michigan versus Michigan

jtaniijuui

State football game as their entry. We
won with girl’s hockey.”
This award system is not only a
good marketing tool for students who
are graduating with a media degree,
though. O’Kelly said the awards added
to GVSU’s profile as a media school to
apj>eal to prospective students and the
surrounding community.
“It raises our profile,” O’Kelly said.
“I know, too, from talking to pro
spective students when I’ve given the
tour for high school students, and I
say we have the best sports (broad
casting) program in the states. You
want to do sports? You should prob
ably come to Grand Valley.”
Meghan McBrady, the news direc
tor at “The Whale,” wrote a story called
“Questioning student initiatives at the
White House” and received an honor
able mention at the awards ceremony
earlier this month. In order to write
this story, she was fortunate enough
to travel to Washington, D.C., with
O’Kelly, being one of only twelve stu
dents across the United States to be
allowed access at the time, to attend
briefings from the White House staff
on college affordability, financial aid
SEE WIN | A2

ON AIR Jeana Gondek, senior GVSU student and host of "JGatGV” on Whale
Radio, is pictured during her show Wednesday, March 22. GVL I HANNAH zajac
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EXHIBIT'S GOAL TO CLEAR UP MISUSED LIBRARY
TERMS
An exhibit now on display in the Mary Idema Pew
Library Learning and Information Commons Atrium entitled
“Graphic Language in the Library" aims to clarify terms stu
dents may be misusing or misunderstanding. Informational
posters are set up detailing common words used during
research and study that students may need clarified.
The posters consist of both visual graphics and text to
help illustrate the meanings of the words and were put
together by three student design teams. The idea for this
exhibit came from a study written in part by Grand Valley
State University's library liaison for liberal arts programs
Gayle Schaub that discussed the disconnect some stu
dents have between common library terms.
The exhibit will be open through Wednesday, March 29.

EIGHTH ANNUAL LOCAL HISTORY ROUND TABLE
TODAY
The eight annual Local History Round Table is hap
pening Thursday, March 23, from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in
the Mary Idema Pew Library Learning and Information
Commons Multipurpose Room. The event is featuring
presentations from several different people from Grand
Rapids and Grand Rapids-related organizations. The
event looks at different aspects of Grand Rapids' history
and focuses on things that helped shape the city.
There will be a number of different keynote addresses
throughout the day touching on topics such as art in
Grand Rapids, the furniture industry and how it shaped
modern Grand Rapids, farming in Oceana County and
Grand Rapids natives who went on to do big things.

CESAR CHAVEZ’S GRANDSON TO SPEAK At GV
Andres Chavez, grandson of the labor leader and civil
rights activist C6sar Chavez, will be speaking at Grand
Valley State University Friday, March 24, at 11 a.m. in the
Kirkhof Center Grand River Room. Chavez will be speaking
about the life and legacy of his grandfather and the plight
of the farm worker, as well as how Latino millennials can
be a voice of change as the 21st century marches on.

STUDENT SENATE APPROPRIATIONS FUNDING
BOARD REPORT FROM THE WEEK OF MONDAY,
MARCH 20
Event funding:
The Belly Dance Club requested $777 for their Belly
Dance Showcase taking place Friday, April 7, at 7 p.m. in
the Grand River Room. They received $777.
Alpha Phi Alpha requested $1,824 for their lota
Epsilon’s Ms. Black and Gold Scholarship Pageant taking
place Friday, March 31, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. in the Grand
River Room. They received $824.
Eyes Wide Open requested $3,000 for their Take Back
the Night event taking place Thursday, April 6, from 7
p.m. to 9 p.m. in the Holton-Hooker Multipurpose Room.
They received $0.
The Native America Student Association requested
$850 for their Pow Wow 101 event taking place Monday,
April 3, at 6 p.m. in Kirkhof Room 2215 and 2216. They
received $850.
Equipment funding:
The Farm Club requested $90 for Vitamix. They re
ceived $80.
The Farm Club requested $1,470 for farming equip
ment. They received $1,740.
The Writers; Club requested $755 for marketing sup
plies. They received $755.
Upcoming meetings:
The next appropriations meeting will take place
Tuesday, March 28, at 4:30 p.m.
The next cultural funding board meeting will take place
Monday, March 27 at 11 a.m. in Kirkhof Center Room 1142.

she had already called the po
lice. McKeeby said a GVPD
officer threatened to have them
arrested for trespassing and
even expelled from GVSU if
they did not cease. He said in
order to avoid arrest, they re
turned to the free speech zone.
According to the Com
plaint, the plaintiffs com
plied with the orders in both
instances, despite disagree
ing with them.
McKeeby believes the fun
damental issue behind the
lawsuit was a violation of stu
dents’ free speech rights.
“Free speech is a nobrainer,” he said. “When
you restrict students’ free
speech rights, you’re going
against the First Amend
ment of our Constitution.”
Butcher said the lawsuit
was not “about speech being
regulated in terms of what
was expressed.”
“This was really about
where and how students and

TRANSFER
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ley,” Grevious said. “I found
it to be better to just contact
GV and ask them what docu
ments they needed along
with what steps I had to take.”
He described the transfer
process as an easy one, say
ing the GVSU admissions
staff was very helpful in
making sure he completed
all the required steps.
“While transferring, I
made sure to keep in con
tact with GV, making sure
they were receiving my pa
pers,” Grevious said. “While
the transfer was happening,
I came to GV for orienta
tion, where I scheduled
my classes and received my
ID. Not long after that, my
transfer was approved.”
In an effort to further
support transfer students,
GVSU holds a variety of
workshops at community
colleges. These provide stu
dents with an opportunity to
talk directly to GVSU faculty
members and ask any ques
tions they may have.
“We really do spend
a lot of time at the com
munity colleges and make
sure the students are re
ally ready for the transfer,”
Ulmer-DeGraves said.
One of the main con
cerns students have when

registered student organiza
tions and outside individuals/
groups can use GVSU build
ings and grounds such that the
academic mission and other
university operations are not
materially disrupted,” he said.
Prior to the policy changes
spurred by this lawsuit, there
were two areas on the Allen
dale Campus “established as
open forum areas for individ
uals or groups to use,” accord
ing to the GVSU Registered
Student Organization Hand
book “Promotional Polices”
website page last modified
Sunday, June 26, 2016. These
two designated locations were
the circular sidewalk sur
rounding the Cook Carillon
Tower and the area around
the Transformational Link
extending within 50 feet of it.
Although certain regula
tions apply, part of the new
“Grounds- and Facility-Use
Policy,” last revised Monday,
Jan. 30, states, “For outdoor
University areas, students, reg
istered student organizations,
and employees may freely en-

transferring is financial aid.
For this reason, GVSU does
a financial aid workshop to
explain the differences be
tween financial aid at a twoyear college and financial aid
at a four-year college.
The College of Liberal
Arts and Sciences Academic
Advising Center also does a
pre-professional
workshop
where advisors begin work
ing with students to let them
know what it’s going to take
for them to get accepted into
professional schools.
“We have an advisor at
Grand Rapids Community
College, which is really our
main feeder school for com
munity colleges,” UlmerDeGraves said. “We have
someone there from 9 a.m.
to 6 p.m. every Tuesday to
meet with potential students
and make sure they’re on the
right path for transferring
into Grand Valley.”
^
Additionally, in an effort
to increase degree comple
tion, GVSU was the first to
sign reverse transfer agree
ments with all 28 commu
nity colleges in Michigan.
This allows students to earn
their associate’s degree while
pursuing a bachelor’s degree
program at GVSU.

D

GO TO:
http://blt.ly/2n92TzA
FOP MOPE INFORMATION

gage in spontaneous Expres
sive Activities provided that
such activities are in compli
ance with all other provisions
of this policy.” The document
contains similar language for
the use of indoor spaces.
There are more restrictions
placed on non-GVSU organi
zations and individuals, who
are still required to remain
within 50 feet of the designated
Cook Carillon Tower area and
the Transformational Link
when performing expressive
activities. The policy does not
address any rights of non-GV
SU organizations and individu
als to engage spontaneously in
expressive activities. Instead, it
seems to assume that non-GV
SU organizations and individu
als will “reserve campus facili
ties for Expressive Activities,”
although this is not explicitly
stated as a requirement.
As described in the
“Grounds- and Facility-Use
Policy,” expressive activities
include student organization
meetings, speeches, perfor
mances, rallies, demonstra

WIN
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for college students and cli
mate change.
She used her skills to ask
the Obama administration
difficult questions, resulting
in an honorable mention for
her story at the MAB stu
dent media awards. She said
this nomination allowed her
to portray her professional

tions, distribution of literature
and “any other expression
protected by the First Amend
ment to the U.S. Constitution.”
McKeeby said he believed
the new policy completely
rectified any previous uncon
stitutional restrictions. He said
he harbored no ill feelings to
ward GVSU and appreciated
the university’s willingness to
collaborate with the plaintiffs
to amend the issue.
“We want to applaud them
for working with us and under
stand and settle on a free speech
policy that protects its students’
rights,” he said. “We want to
thank them for working with
us. Were not out to give them
bad rep. Everyone involved still
goes here and loves GVSU, and
the saddest thing was seeing T.
Haas’ name on the suit.”
The plaintiffs’ attorneys
filed a Stipulation of Dismiss
al with Prejudice Wednesday,
March 1. As part of the settle
ment, GVSU agreed to pay
the plaintiffs’ attorney fees
and costs, which totaled ap
proximately $11,000.

ism, adding a sense of seri
ousness to her work.
“It really shows your
professionalism in that re
gard because you’re dem
onstrating that there is this
seriousness to your work,”
McBrady said, “that if you
are willing to go above and
beyond in your work, and
you’re not afraid to look for
the questions yourself, it re
ally makes you stand out.”

LISTENERS Jeana Gondek talks to her listeners during her show
pn Whale Radio Wednesday, March 22. GVL I hannah ZA/ac

Clarification:
In the article “ Delta Upsilon Fraternity shut down,” printed
in the Grand Valley Lanthorn’s Monday, March 20, issue, there
was mention of the National Panhellenic Conference’s alcohol
and drug policy. We would like to clarify that Panhellenic rules
apply only to sororities, and not fraternities. We apologize for
this misinformation.
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At the Lanthom, we strive to bring you the most accurate news possible. If we make
a mistake, we want to make it right. If you find any errors in fact in the Lanthom. let
us know by calling 616-331-2464 or by emailing editonakaxanthom com
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The Lanthom is published on recycled paper and is printed with soy bean ink.
This means that our newspaper is entirely compostable. Help us do our part to
be kind to the environment by recycling or composting this newspaper after
you enjoy reading It.
POSTMASTER:
Please send form 3579 to:

Grand Valley Lanthorn
0051 Kirkhof Center
Grand Valley State University
Allendale, Ml 45401

NCAA March Madness
Tournament. Be sure to tag
@GVLanthorn and use
#GVTOTW for a chance to
win!

CLUES ACROSS
1. Listen again
7. Expressed sentiments
13. Membrane
14. Pelvic areas
16. Blood type
17. Vacated
19. Fullback
20. Nissan’s tiny car
22. Be able to
23. Outcast
25. Day laborer
26. Greek prophetess
28. Soluble ribonucleic acid
29. Sirius Satellite Radio
30. Actor Josh
31. A way to clean
33. Left
34. Compensated
36. Member of U.S. Navy
38. Reject

ANSWERS PG 10
40.
41.
43.
44.
45.
47.
48.
51
53.
55.
56.
58.
59.
60.
61.
64.
65.
67
69
70.

Group of notes sounded togethe
Christian holiday
European river
Female hip hop group
Score
Moved fast
Chronicles (abbr Biblical)
Type of tie
Indicates silence
Asian people
Pearl Jam bassist Jeff
Western U.S. time zone
“Signs” rockers
Confidential informant
Lawyer
Overdose
Football equipment
Governments
Branch of physics
Makes happy

CLUES DOWN
1. Animal disease
32. Smooth brown oval nut
2. Typographical space
35. Works produced by skill
3. Sport sc aster Chick
and imagination
4. Italian Island
37. Satisfaction
5. Cooked in a specific style
38 Reversal
6. Smelling or tasting unpleasant 39. Tan-colored horse
7. Name
42. Tell on
8. Adult male humans
43 Pitcher Latos
9. Pitcher Hershiser
46. F«et-flowing part of river
10. Pat Conroy novel "The
47. Hang ’em up
Prince of__ ”
49 Rings
11.__ route
50. Lead from one place to another
12. Protects the goal
52. Beginning
13. Furnishings
54 Reciprocal of a sine
13. Scraped
55 Worth
18. Apply with quick strokes
57. Indian hat
21. Blood cell
59 Cloak
24. Nose

62 Resinous secretion of insects

26. Dolcftil
27. _ Angeles
30. Fruit tree

63.__Aviv, Israel
66. European Parliament
68 Of I
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Diversifying GV
.International graduate student enrollment increases by 60 percent
, BY JENNA FRACASSI
, JFRACASSI@LANTHORN.COM

v _________________—

,

Over the past five years, the
enrollment for international
graduate students at Grand
. Valley State University has increased by 60 percent.
Jeff Potteiger, dean of The
Graduate School at GVSU,
..said with the attendance of
, international students comes
a cultural and learning expe
rience that benefits the entire
.GVSU community.
“Its an opportunity to
meet someone who is maybe
not like you, who has a dif
ferent outlook than you do,”
Potteiger said. “I just think
that can be very rich and very
rewarding for both the inter
national students who come
to Grand Valley as well as us
who are at Grand Valley.”
In the fall of 2012, % inter
national students were enrolled
in the graduate program. In the

fall of 2016, that number of stu
dents had increased to 162.
“I think there has been an
increase in part because we
are a very open and welcom
ing educational community,”
Potteiger said. “I think Grand
Valley does a fabulous job of
making people feel welcome,
and so I think its one of those
situations whereby word-ofmouth spreads.”
Shinian Wu, professor and
director of the graduate pro
gram for applied linguistics,
said GVSU President Thomas
Haas visiting Asia, as well as
other faculty members, had a
big impact on recruiting in
ternational students.
“I personally go (to Asia)
to deliver lectures, to talk
about Grand Valleys pro
grams, and students become
interested,” Wu said.
GVSU has made it a prior
ity to increase the number of
international students. At the

graduate level, the majority of
recruitment is done by gradu
ate program directors.
“Our graduate program
directors are always looking
for international students who
show an interest in coming
to GVSU,” Potteiger said. “We
make those connections, and
we make the students feel wel
come. We also have really good
graduate programs that we can
offer the students.”
One of these programs is
the applied linguistics program.
Though it only started last fall,
the curriculum dates back to
1999. It has since been revived
with an international audience
in mind to prepare students to
work both home and abroad.
Out of the 15 graduate stu
dents currently enrolled in the
applied linguistics program,
eight are international students
from Nigeria, China and Saudi
Arabia. Wu hopes the program
will become even more diverse

ALL TOGETHER: A group of international students visits Xi'an International Studies University in China
in 2016 with Grand Valley State University’s President Thomas Haas (far right). COURTESY | GVSU.EDU

this upcoming fall semester
with students applying from
Chile, Argentina and Vietnam.
“We have a very good
program, and our curricu
lum is near the international
standards,” Wu said.
Yuan Sui is a graduate stu
dent in the applied linguis
tics program. Before coming
to GVSU, she attended Xian
International Studies Univer
sity, a foreign language uni

versity in China.
Sui said she appreciated
the professional nature of her
courses, as well as the encour
agement from her professors.
“I like everything here (at
Grand Valley),” Sui said, “I like
the environment, the build
ings, the apartments, and our
courses and professors.”
Several years ago, the uni
versity invited international
recruiting agents to campus.

Since then, Potteiger said, 15
have come to visit.
“When they come here,
they are just amazed at what
we have to offer as a univer
sity, not only in our programs,
but our physical plant, Grand
Rapids as a community, West
Michigan as a region,” Pottei
ger said. “They are just amazed
at all the opportunities that are
available for these students.”

WELLNESS

GV to host interprofessional health expo
BY DREW SCHERTZER
DSCHERTZERicDLANTHORN.COM

The Midwest Interprofes
sional Practice, Education and
Research Center (MIPERC)
is holding a health expo at

Grand Valley State University.
The expo will take place Tues
day, March 28, from 5 p.m. to
7 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center
Grand River Room.
For the fourth year in a
row, groups of students have

met up and begun research,
and this year, 41 different
teams of students are pre
paring to showcase proj
ects pertaining to wellness
they’ve been working on.
“Students are exposed to

LEARN: Grand Valley State University scrubs are pictured. The Midwest Interprofessional Practice. Edu
cation and Rsearch Center is holding its fourth annual health expo Tuesday. March 28. GVL I archive

disciplines they don’t usually
work with,” said Tracy Cooper,
health compliance specialist in
the office of the Vice Provost for
Health. “The goal is to simulate
what goes on in the workplace.”
In a workplace, a nurse
doesn’t just work with other
nurses. They have to work
with social workers and people
from other occupations, Coo
per said, and this is more re
alistic with what students will
see when they graduate.
Cooper said three to four
undergraduate, graduate and
professional-level students
from different health occu
pations form the 41 teams.
The students are from GVSU,
Ferris State University and
the Kent ISDI early college
program. Ihey will present
their findings on posters they
will have made, and attend
ees will be able to view the 41
different posters on display.
The students are also given a
table at the expo and will be
around it to answer questions

participants might have.
“As someone who’s con
sidering a health-related
background, the expo is
great,” said Jamie Lukasik, a
GVSU student who attended
last year’s expo. “It’s always
fabulous to find out how to
live a healthier life.”
Last year, around 300 peo
ple attended the event. This
year, Cooper expects roughly
the same number of people or
more. Currently, 200 students
have signed up, and 28 faculty
advisers will be present as well.
Local health organiza
tions will also be making ap
pearances at the expo. Their
work will be connecting the
topics from the presentations
to their organizations Tn dif
ferent communities. Cooper
said as of right now, 14 health
vendors will be present.
Cooper said the goal of
the expo is to expand health
knowledge, and she expressed
how essential it is to know
about ways to be healthier.

“1 believe it is a right to be
healthy,” Cooper said. “If you’re
eating badly, your brain won’t
function correctly, similar to
putting bad fuel in a car.”
Cooper said it is pretty fun
damental to have good health
and to learn how to take care
of oneself. Lukasik shared a
similar belief, saying that feel
ing healthy boosts productivity,
gives you more energy and can
improve your life overall.
The interactive expo will
conclude with a prize raffle
from community donations.
There will be surveys that
will be given out to willing
attendees after they have met
and talked with the different
members of the groups. Coo
per said this would allow the
expo organizers to see if they
have truly met their goal of ex
panding the health knowledge
of those in attendance.

GO TO:
http://bit.ly/2muaV9d
FOR MORE INFORMATION

-COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Dancing for charity
,GV ‘Laker-thon’ to benefit Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital
BY DESTINY JONES
DJONES@LAN THORN. COM

>Y

Grand Valley State Uni
versity is partnering with
Helen DeVos Children’s
Hospital to put on a charity
dance marathon. The “Lak
er-thon” is a 12-hour event
• that will consist of danc**
! ing, other fun activities and
meeting “miracle” families
| from Helen DeVos.
[
The event organizers
hope to raise $30,000. As
£oj£ right now, more than
100 participants have regis
tered, and more than $9,500
.’havebeen raised.
!
The Laker-thon will take
place .Saturday, March 25, from
! 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. in the Kirk, hof Center Grand River Room.

“We’re going to be stand
ing on our feet to show the
families of Helen DeVos
that we might not be able
to cure their illness or help,
but we still care about them,
and we still want to help
them as best as we can,” said
Heather Ewing, president of
the GVSU Dance Marathon
organization.
Ewing said although par
ticipants don’t know the feel
ing or suffering of the chil
dren and families of Helen
DeVos, this event could put
them in their shoes a little bit.
“Us standing on our feet
for 12 hours is kind of like
our way of saying, ‘hey, I’m
serious about this, and I
want you to know that I’m
not suffering where you

are, but I’m still going to do
something uncomfortable to
kind of put myself in your
shoes a little bit,”’ she said.
Hannah Nyeboer, vice
president of the GVSU Dance
Marathon, discussed how this
event came about on campus.
“In high school, Heather
and I had a dance marathon,
and by us both being involved
in this community, we decided
to bring it to Grand Valley be
cause Grand Valley has never
had one before,” Nyeboer said.
Besides wanting to bring
an event like this to campus,
Nyeboer also wanted to part
ner with Helen DeVos.
“The things that Helen
DeVos are able to do for the
kids with the money raised is
inspiring,” she said.

FUN ACTIVITIES- (From left to right) Julia Yancy, Hailey Garlich and Ryan Swierzbin hold up signs for
the upcoming "Laker-thon" dance taking place Saturday, March 25. courtesy | gvsu dance marathon

Nyeboer also said she hopes
participants will gain a desire to
help in the community.
Devin Pierson, foun
dation specialist at Helen
DeVos, works with the hos
pital and local schools with
fundraising for the hospi
tal. She is in charge of all
dance marathons that take
place for Helen DeVos.
“Were already so pleased
with the response that the
marathon has been getting,”
Pierson said. “They have al
ready over 100 students signed
up and close to $10,000 raised.

For a first-year program, that’s
already an accomplishment.”
Pierson
thinks charity
events such as this one benefit
not only the individuals for
whom the money is raised but
also the participants.
“What’s great about dance
marathon programs is that
not only does it raise money
for the children’s hospital, but
it also gives leadership expe
rience to the college students
that are participating and
running it,” Pierson said.
Ewing said she hopes at
tendees leave with a greater
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awareness of how Helen
DeVos helps people in dif
ficult situations.
“I really hope that people
will get a better understand
ing of what it is that Helen
DeVos does for families, a
better understanding that
there are people suffering in
this community and see that
they’re making a difference
in these lives,” Ewing said.

GO TO:
http://bit.ly/2nKIUeZ
FOR MORE INFORMATION
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By Jayme Madison

Helping
each other
Amendment of expressive
activity policies was long overdue
n a university setting, ethnic to religious to gen
its not unusual for stu der-based, GVSU must not
dents to have concerns neglect to value diversity of
about policies or to dis thought as well. One key way
agree with administration on
to do this is to promote and
certain issues. In fact, these protect free speech on cam
differences can be beneficial pus. Thankfully, GVSU’s new
to harboring a more inclu policies regulating expressive
sive campus environment for activities do a better job than
students, faculty and staff. their old counterparts that
But in order to turn criticism limited certain activities to
into growth, both parties distinct zones on campus.
have to be constructive in
We encourage students to
working together to accom read the new “Grounds- and
modate a change that will Facility-Use Policy” and take
work for everyone.
advantage of their free speech
Recently, the Grand Val rights on campus. Peacefully
ley State University chapter demonstrate, protest and
of Turning Point USA ran speak. Usually, if you see a
into what they thought was a problem with the campus
violation of their free speech community, someone else is
rights when they were asked experiencing it too.
But remember, just as you
to move their demonstra
tions to one of the desig have the right to protest and
nated free speech zones on vocalize your thoughts and
campus. The members of opinions on hot topics hap
the organization decided pening locally and nation
the university’s policies re ally, that means other people
garding free speech zones do as well. Be respectful
infringed upon their First toward people who may be
Amendment rights and lim expressing different opinions
ited how they could express than you. It can be hard, we
know. However, everyone
their opinions on campus.
We commend Turning who visits our campus and
Point for promoting aware students who go here should
ness about individuals’ free be treated with respect, no
speech rights and ultimately matter their views.
bringing about the amend
Instead of looking at
ment of policies that were situations as students versus
previously too restrictive administration, we should
in the eyes of the students. be focusing on what we can
We also commend GVSU do for each other. Students
for working with Turning aren’t perfect and neither is
Point to settle the dispute GVSU, and it’s up to both
and do right by its students sides of the story to take the
in easing the regulation of time to see how we can solve
a problem because, after all,
expressive activities.
As a university that values we’re all just trying to make
diversity in many forms, from GVSU the best it can be.

I
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A look at modern-day Disney

BY SHAE SLAUGHTER
EDI TORIA L@LAN THORN. COM

It’s no secret that in this
topsy turvy world we live in
there are a lot of differences in
opinion. For example, who’s
your favorite Disney princess?
Mine is Ariel because duh
she’s a mermaid and she pulls
off fire engine red hair, you go
girl. That being said, I totally
accept your right as a human
being to pick Cinderella or
Snow White or whatever
floats your boat. (That being
said Ariel doesn’t need a boat
because she’s a mermaid so

GVL EDITORIAL BOARD
HANNAH LENTZ
JESS HODGE
EMILY DORAN
BEAU TROUTMAN
KATE BRANUM
ASHLYN KORIENEK

WHAT IS A LANTHORN?
Lanthorn is two syllables,
pronounced Lant-horn. It is a
lantern that was used in midto-late 16th century Europe. It
was constructed of leather and a

single lens made of a thin piece
of ox or steer horn. It was used
for illumination and as a beacon.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn
slogan is: "Give light and the
people will find their own way.”

GVL OPINION POLICY
The goal of the Grand Valley
Lanthorn's opinion page is to act
as a forum for public discussion,
comment and criticism in the
Grand Valley State University
community. Student opinions
published here do not
necessarily reflect those of the
paper as an entity.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn
aims to be a safe vehicle for
community discussion. The
Lanthorn will not publish
or entertain any forms of
hate speech, but will not
discriminate against any other
views, opinions or beliefs. The
content, information and views
expressed are not approved by
nor necessarily represent those
of the university, its Board of
Trustees, officers, faculty or staff
Reader submissions on the
opinion page appear as space
permits, and are reserved
for letters to the editor only,

will not turn them gay despite
what many people seem to
believe just like them seeing
Mulan will not turn them
Asian. If anything it will simply
give them an example of what
the real world is like in all of its
varying glory.
LeFou in Beauty and the
Beast did not discredit this
film, he simply made it more
applicable to a wider audience.
While some LGBTQ support
ers believe the film does not
give him a large enough role
or a clear enough sexuality, it
is a step in the right direction
nonetheless. It is a foot in the
door of a much larger battle.
Disney and its viewers
are changing, as they should.
Modern day Cinderellas should not be so easily
confined. We accepted Anna
being saved by Elsa, Mulan
dressing like a man and Snow
White living with seven men
didn’t we? I don’t think one gay
character is going to ruin our
happily ever after.

Movie remakes can never compare to original films
Editor-in-chief
Associateeditor
Newseditor
Sportseditor
A&Eeditor
Laker Life editor

Lant • horn, n. [old English]

who’s the real winner?)
no surprise that some people
The point is, all of these
disagree though.
Disney characters have their
Across the world, there
own pros and cons. It’s pretty
are multiple theaters putting
hard for Ariel to walk, but it’s
restrictive ratings on the film
also pretty hard for Sleeping
or removing it from their
Beauty to be awake. You win
docket due to this very fact.
some, you lose some. I he
To me, it’s amazing that in
original Disney princesses
2017 people are still debating
were white washed and bland
the right of equality for gay
in some ways, but Disney has
people. A theater in Henagar,
grown to incorporate a much
Alabama recently pulled the
wider variety of characters over movie for this very debate.
the years. For most people,
A Facebook post written by
this is a welcome change, but
the business stated “If we
for others this advancement is
cannot take our 11 year old
practically blasphemy.
granddaughter and 8 year old
Recently, a live action
grandson to see a movie we
remake of Beauty and the
have no business watching it.”
Beast was released causing a
While I am accepting and
lot of positive stir until one
appreciative of religion and
of the characters, LeFou, was
those who practice it, I believe
that this viewpoint needs to be
revealed to be gay. The first
ever (openly) gay character
adjusted. Though some people
produced by Disney. Though
don’t believe in advocating
the moment is fleeting and
gay relationships they have
he is by no means the main
just as much right to publicity
character, the introduction of a
as straight relationships do.
homosexual character is a huge • Taking your children to view a
step in the right direction. It is
movie where a character is gay

all other reader-generated
content can be submitted to
the Grand Valley Lanthorn’s
YourSpace page by emailing
community@lanthorn.com.
Letters to the editor should
include the author’s full name
and relevant title along with a
valid email and phone number
for confirming the identity of
the author. Letters should be
approximately 500-650 words
in length, and are not edited
by the staff of the Grand Valley
Lanthorn outside of technical
errors for clarity.
To make a submission,
email at editorial@lanthorn.
com or by dropping off your
submission in person at:
0051 KIRKHOF CENTER
GRAND VALLEY STATE
UNIVERSITY
ALLENDALE, Ml 49401
616-826-8276

BY JAKE KEELEY
EDI TORIA L(g)LAN THORN. COM

Growing up there are
certain movies that act on
you in certain ways. For me,
when I was young it was Toy
Story. I didn’t like the idea that
my toys would be all by their
lonesome when I was gone,
so the fact that these toys led
somewhat of a life outside of
their owner’s made me happy.
There is room for more
than one movie however, and
as I grew older I grew fond
of movies such as Hardball
(RIP G-Baby), Gladiator, and

Training Day amongst others.
Regardless of how successful,
or even good, each of these
movies were, they bring me
back to a specific time in my
life, and I can remember just
what I was thinking when
I saw these movies the first
time. Luckily for me, no one
has attempted to infringe too
much on my fond memories.
Others weren’t so lucky.
Unfortunately, Hollywood
seems to be running out of
scripts. There appears to be a
proposed remake popping up
in the news every couple of
weeks, the most recent being
Beauty and the Beast, but the
most egregious suggestions be
ing The Lion King, The Matrix,
and White Men Can’t Jump.
Which begs the question, is
nothing sacred anymore?
Instead of taking the hard
road and coming up with
a movie which is unique in
itself, they would rather take
a well-liked movie and strip
you of your recollections while
creating a ‘remake.’ Are we

EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM

and The Beast are trying to
convince themselves that the
remake was tolerable.
I understand, you don’t
want to see one of your favorite
movies disappoint, but it did.
You already knew the story,
which in this case isn’t particu
larly strong to begin with (even
the guy who thought his toys
were coming to life is suspi
cious of a ‘beast’ proficient in
ballroom), which means you
probably liked the original
characters, who they changed!
Aside from that, with any
remake, the connections you
made with the original movie
just can’t be reinvented.
Recreating a movie is a rec
ipe for disaster, and one that
doesn’t have to be encouraged.
In fact it should be discour
aged. I can’t think of a movie
that was better the second
time they made it. Basically,
I’m just brainwashing all of
you to join in my inevitable
revolt against Space Jam 2
should they ever actually
make it. Long live the original.
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so creatively exhausted that
we can’t think of a new plot?
While I can understand the
financial motivations in trying
to recreate these films, I can’t
understand any other reason
ing. Was The Lion King not
good enough the first time
around that we have to re-do
it? Did Keanu Reeves not do
a good enough job portraying
Neo? And would any actor
tandem playing Woody Harrelson and Wesley Snipes in
a pick-up game to 11 lose by
less than ten? Clearly these are
rhetorical questions because
we both know the answer. No.
No, no, and no.
I can’t imagine what would
happen if I saw a different
Kekumbas team rapping ‘Big
Poppa in the middle of an
actual game. Or rather, trying
their hardest to catch the atten
tion of Kris Bryant at Wrigley
instead of Sammy Sosa. I’ll tell
you for certain it wouldn’t be as
good as the original. Unfor
tunately, this is what we are in
the midst of. Fans of Beauty

YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Women, gender and sexuality studies
HOMETOWN: Hudsonville, Michigan

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Business
HOMETOWN: Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan
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INTERCULTURAL FESTIVAL

Celebrating diversity
BY CELIA HARMELINK
NE WS@LAN THORN. COM

Grand Valley State Uni
versity students from differ
ent backgrounds and origins
came together to celebrate
Sexy Accent Night hosted by
the International Students
Organization (ISO) Tuesday,
March 21, in the Kirkhof
Center Grand River Room.
International aqd domes
tic students gathered for this
annual event to celebrate the
theme of breaking stereotypes,
as shown throughout the eve
nings various performances.
DJ Adrian Butler set the
mood with a variety of upbeat
songs that played during the
evening, while the events hosts
caught the attention of the au
dience through humor. Inter
views of international students
throughout the night offered
glimpses into different cultures
from countries such as Malay
sia, Poland and Saudi Arabia.
International students
showed off their talents

with diverse performances
throughout the night. Oliv
ia Brown, a GVSU student
who worked in the Interna
tional House and co-host
ed the event, said her fa
vorite part of the night was
watching the African Stu
dent Council perform.
“I always love when the
African dance group danc
es,” she said. “It’s one of my
favorite things. Its always
so cool to see so many cul
tures coexist in one area.”
Brown went on to say if
she could describe the night
in one word, she would use
the word hopeful.
“I think with everything
in the world and how crazy
it is, especially because ste
reotypes were the theme,
everything going on really
makes some people stand
offish to other cultures
where 1 feel like it shows you
that it could be this easy,”
she said. “It doesn’t have to
be complicated to just learn
about other people.”

The night kicked off with
an energetic performance by
Nicole Kariotis, who demon
strated her belly dancing talent
for the audience. She choreo
graphed the dance herself and
had a great time performing it.
“I improvise a little bit de
pending on the stage,” she said.
“I wasn’t exactly sure how it
would be, so it’s fun. When I
feel like I want to do something
different, I can because it’s just
me, so it was a great time.”
Kariotis has been in
volved with international
students since her sopho
more year and volunteers at
the International Students
Organization every fall.
“I wanted to get more in
volved and learn about their
cultures, and I tried to make
friends with new people each
year and get immersed in
where they’re from and what
they’re about,” she said.
Eno Saliu, an internation
al student born in Albania
but currently living in Lon
don, performed an original

International Students Organization
hosts annual Sexy Accent Night

spoken-word poem with his
fellow international friend
Temi Adelakun. Despite his
confident and calm appear
ance during his performance,
Saliu admitted he couldn’t
escape his nerves performing
in front of an audience.
“Nervous doesn’t quite en
compass what I was feeling
at that time,” Saliu said. “No,
honestly, I was really nervous

because I don’t really perform
at all, ever, and it was really
nerve-wracking, but it was
something I wanted to do.”
Sexy Accent Night cel
ebrated people from different
countries and cultures around
the world currently attending
GVSU The night ended with
an open dance that brought
together international and do
mestic students alike as they

danced in one large mass.
Saliu said the best parts
of being an international
student are the stories he’s
able to tell his friends back
home in London, like the
ones from this event.
“You wouldn’t believe the
things I’ve been through,” he
said. “It’s a movie times ten. It’s
amazing. It’s not like real life.
I hat’s what’s the best about it.”

SHARING: Sexy Accent Night attendees talk together Tuesday, March 21, in the Kirkhof Center Grand
River Room. Sexy Accent Night was held as part of the GVSU Intercultural Festival. GVL | LUKE HOLMES
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Addressing 'environmental injustices’
GV NAACP chapter continues ‘Resistance’ series
BY MEGHAN MCBRADY
MMCBRADY@LANTHORN. COM

Expanding on details
of racism and privilege in
modern society, the Grand
Valley State University chap
ter of the National Associa
tion for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP)
conducted the second in
stallment of its “Resistance”
series Monday, March 20, in
the Kirkhof Center.
A presentation and dis
cussion forum, the “Environ

mental Injustices: The Na
tional Water Crisis” stressed
environmental, racial and
ethnic disparities within local,
regional and national areas.
E’lexis Dudley, the pub
lic relations chair of GVSU’s
NAACP chapter, said having
the second part of the series
examine environmental in
justices within the U.S. capi
talized how it was also a social
justice issue which could lead
to environmental racism.
“It is also appears that
environmental justice con
cerns are more prominent

among race/ethnicity lines
rather than ventures of
poverty,” she said.
Environmental justice is
the fair treatment and in
volvement of all individu
als—regardless of race, color
or income—with respect to
the development and en
forcement of environmental
laws and regulations.
With social justice being
an environmental issue, as
well, Dudley stressed how
issues with air quality, ex
posure to toxic chemicals in
flame retardants and dispari

LNGAGING: Kyla Brown speaks during the GVSU NAACP's "Resistance” series talk Monday, March 20,
in the Kirkhof Center. This event was one installment of an ongoing series. GVL I MEGHAN MCBRADY

ties with drinking water are a
few of several large environ
mental issues within the U.S.
The Flint water crisis,
which began in 2014 and in
volved more than 100,000 res
idents being exposed to high
levels of lead in the drinking
water, was a central topic dur
ing the “Resistance” forum.
From videos and pictures
of the individuals affected
by the lead-poisoning to the
brown water from the Flint
River, the presentation also
focused on the disproportion
ate exposure of ethnic minor
ities to the lead poisoning due
to poverty and segregation
relegating racial minorities to
decrepit living environments.
“Water is a human right,”
said Maria Hamming, vice
treasurer of GVSU’s NAACP.
“7hat’s been established by the
U.N., and I don’t think anyone
in this room would say that no
one deserves clean, safe water.”
Beyond discussing the
Flint water crisis and other
water-based disparities, the
event speakers also touched
upon the Dakota Access
Pipeline (DAPL) and the
protests surrounding it.
From #TaketheMeeting
to
#ConsentNotConsulation, online and physical

protests were held against the
1,172-mile DAPL which runs
through North and South
Dakota, Iowa and Illinois.
As a whole, the DAPL has
the capacity to transport more
than 300,000 barrels of oil in a
day and would cross the prima
ry water supply in the Standing
Rock Indian Reservation.
Joe Cadreau, a member
of the Native American Stu
dent Association (NASA)
at GVSU who has worked
with #NoDAPL protests
and the Black Lives Matter
movement, was the guest
speaker for the DAPL talk.
He stressed to the room
how the pipeline was origi
nally supposed to go through
Bismarck but was overturned
and protested by the white
residents of Bismarck.
Cadreau said the individu
als protesting at the Stand
ing Rock Indian Reservation
weren’t there for “native lives”
but were there to protect the
19 million people who drink
out of the water supply sur
rounding the reservation.
“Those include native lives,
but there aren’t 19 million na
tives in this country’’ he said.
Stressing how the me
dia have made the protests
about “native water and na

tive rights,” Cadreau said
what is happening in North
Dakota is about “all lives.”
Another thing about the
pipeline, he said, is that peo
ple are becoming more aware
and are learning about the le
gitimacy and the significance
of Native Americans’ contri
bution to history and society.
Notably, he said, it is making
individuals aware of protecting
the death processes of the Na
tive American community.
“Right now, our Fight
is about civil rights, and
the sacred land part that I
think a lot-of people (don’t)
understand, is that ‘oh, it’s
just sacred land, I don’t see
what the big deal is, it just
happened two, three hun
dred years ago,”’ Cadreau
said. “Again, ignorant, it
didn’t happen that long
ago, but it happened less
than a hundred years ago.
“Our sacred sites is just
as important as Arlington
or just as important where
the pope is buried.”
Details for the third part
of the resistance series will
be announced at a later date.

□

GO TO:
www.naacp.org
FOR MORE INFORMATION
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Newell Rubbermaid executive presents on innovation and designing thinking
BY DYLAN GROSSER
DGROSSER@LANTHORN.COM

Nate Young, the senior vice
president of global innovation
at Newell Rubbermaid, came to
the L. William Seidman Center
at Grand Valley State Univer
sity Monday, March 20, to give
a lecture on the application of
design thinking in business.
Young talked to students
about his experience in the
business world and how de
sign thinking helped him
throughout his career. He de
fined design thinking as “the
whole-minded process for
discovering the new." In his
presentation, he talked about
the importance of having a
marketing team and an engi
neering/manufacturing team
in a business, but he said the
design team was the driving

force behind it all.
Newell Brands is the owner
of a diverse portfolio of brands,
including Yankee Candle, El
mer’s, Sharpie, Paper Mate,
Crock-Pot and many others.
As the senior vice president of
global innovation, Young said
his job wasn’t necessarily to
invent the new but rather to re
invent the old and make it new.
“Making simple come
to life is really, really hard,”
Young said. “How do you
take a classic thing like a
Sharpie and make it better?
What’s crazy about having
this portfolio we have is
that everything has poten
tial. I really enjoy that.”
Linda Chamberlain, the
Frederik Meijer Endowed
Honors Chair in Entrepreneur
ship and Innovation in the
Honors College, introduced

Young and said she has known
him for many years, having met
him before he became known
for his innovative thinking.
“He’s responsible for
energizing,
accelerating
the company’s innovation
funnel and driving a more
innovation-centric culture
deep within Newell Rubber
maid,” Chamberlain said.
Young talked about the
various ways to go about de
sign thinking. He said the ap
plication of a new idea is just
as important as thinking up
the idea itself, and what’s dif
ficult is finding “what’s next.”
Young said he hopes
students are inspired by
his success in innovation
so they can go and be
successful themselves.
“I hope I can encourage
them that it’s pretty limit

less what they can do and
accomplish,” Young said. “I
hope they just feel encour
aged that they can pursue
what they want to do, and
with the right support, they
could probably get it done.”

Director of the Frederik
Meijer Honors College, Jeffrey
Chamberlain, said he hopes
students are inspired by Young.
“When you put the list of
brands his company owns and
what they do in terms of de

sign, I hope they’ll see them
selves being into one of those
things,” Chamberlain said.
LOG ON TO:
www.lanthorn.com
FOR THE FULL ARTICLE

Spring
‘Lakers!
REMEMBER TO TURN THERMOSTATS
DOWN NOW THAT IT’S GETTING
WARMER OUTSIDE!
FACILITIES SERVICES
ENERGY DEPARTMENT

FOSTERING CREATIVITY: Nate Young discusses design thinking Monday. March 20. inside the L. William
Seidman Center. Young drew upon his own experiences in promoting innovation. GVL \ KEVIN sielaff
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Looking to expand your music collection? Stop in at
the Grand Rapids Record and CD Show Saturday, March
25, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Westgate Bowl Center in
Grand Rapids located at 4486 Alpine Ave. NW.
Vendors from various shops around the greater Grand
Rapids area will be selling or trading vinyl records, CDs,
music memorabilia and tapes from all genres of music.
Admission to the event is $2 per person.

School supply drive to support
study abroad in South Africa
BY ASHLYN KORIENEK
LAKERUFE@LANTHORN.COM

While some college students are up-to-date with the
latest technology, when it comes to professional commu
nication the rules are a bit different. In order to address
this, Grand Valley State University will host a "Learn 2
Earn” workshop Thursday, March 30, called “Adulting
Like a Professional.”
Asking for letters of recommendation can be difficult,
but at this workshop students will learn to be confident
and prepared for their futures. Participants will learn
about email etiquette, how to network, find mentors or
learn how to stand out in the professional world.
This hands-on workshop will teach skills to apply to
award applications, and also will prepare students for
success. All students are encouraged to attend with any
major or career aspiration. The event is at 1 p.m. located
in the Kirkhof Center’s Room 2266.

PLANT-BASED LIFESTYLE SCREENING HELD AT GV
Hosted by the Grand Valley State University stu
dent organization Cage Free, this three-part film series
Thursday, March 30, examines how changing one’s diet
can dramatically impact the world and reduce their envi
ronmental foot print.
This series, called “Vegucate Yourself,” sheds light on
health, the environment and society in regards to unsus
tainable habits each person contributes to the planet.
The event will take place in the Kirkhof Center’s Area 51
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. All students are encouraged
to join regardless of their personal beliefs:
Contact stoepkej@mail.gvsu.edu with any questions
about Cage Free or the event.

DIVERSITY

Providing students with
rich, global experiences and
friendships to last a life
time, study abroad at Grand
Valley
State
University
combines academics with
service to communities as
part of the “Laker Effect.”
With this in mind, the
women, gender and sexual
ity studies department (WGS)
and the GVSU Womens Cen
ter teamed up in 2012 to start a
six-week program held abroad
in Cape Town, South Africa.
This service-learning trip
is partnered with SHAWCO,
a non-governmental organi
zation focused on local gen
der issues and global feminist
perspectives. During their
time abroad, students partici
pate in academic lectures and
adventures around Johannes
burg and Cape Town.
To provide supplies for
the children and students
in the program, a donation
drive will be held until Tues
day, April 4, where items can
be dropped off at Lake On
tario Hall Room 229.
Ayana Weekly, WGS associ
ate professor at GVSU, said the
supplies provide more value to

the program and supports chil
dren engaging in the lessons
coordinated by GVSU stu
dents. Items accepted include:
pencils, markers, crayons, col
ored pencils, erasers, tape, pa
per and other items.
“We try to make sure we
are providing all of the materi
als needed for the trip,” Weekly
said. “We want to make sure we
are not a burden to the school,
that we are adding value to it
by bringing enough to support
our work with the students and
meet the needs other students
might have at the school.”
While studying abroad,
students are registered for six
credits while taking “Women
and Gender in South Africa”
and a community collaborative
course. Though WGS credit is
not required, “Introduction to
Gender Studies” is suggested.
“Studying abroad in South
Africa really helped to chal
lenge me and to build a sense
of complexity in the way that
I understand the world and
systems of power,” said Skylar
Wolfe, a GVSU student who
went on the trip in 2016. “I
think the classes that I took
really helped me put theory
into practice and to challenge
some oversimplified assump
tions and understandings that

I had about other countries
such as South Africa.”
Adding more hands-on
experience, trip participants
partner with 6th graders at
Manenberg Primary School
and teach lessons in topics like
math or social studies — the
subject lessons rotate days.
In addition to completing
class readings, Wolfe said he
mentored two students for 15
hours a week and developed
several lesson plans for the class

with about 20 to 25 students.
“I think the program offers a
genuinely unique opportunity
to critically reflect upon glo
balization, ‘service work and
to really challenge one another
to engage with communities
abroad in more meaningful
ways than perhaps typical,”
Wolfe said.
LOG ON TO:
www.lanthorn.com
FOR THE FULL ARTICLE

Associate Professor Ayana Weekly colors with Manenberg
Primary School students in South Africa. COURTESY | ayana weekly

LSU to host ‘Feria de las Flores’
to welcome in the spring
BY RILEY COLLINS
RCOLLINS@LANTHORN.COM

The Latino Student Union will host Feria de las Flores event
Friday, March 24, to welcome in spring. COURTESY | SARA LIZ JUAREZ

For almost sixty years, the
Feria de las Flores event in Me
dellin, Colombia, has been one
of Latin Americas most vibrant
events. Grand Valley State Uni
versity’s Latino Student Union
(LSU) will bring some of the
events famous flair to one of its
bi-annual dinner-dances tak
ing place Friday, March 24.
Members of LSU look for
ward to these dinner and dance
events, which have become a
tradition within the organi

zation and a way to connect
members of the GVSU com
munity. The Feria de las Flores
event is no exception and gives
students a reason to dress up
and relax before finals begin.
The event, which will take
place from 8 p.m. to 11:59 p.m.
in the Grand River Room, is
free to students. Most of LSU s
past dance events have been
centered on Mexican culture
and tradition, but this semes
ter the group decided to focus
on a Colombian event that
welcomes spring to the cam
pus community.

“We do dinner dances for
everything based off Latin
culture,” said Rodrigo Mata,
LSU secretary. “We’ve been
focusing on Mexican culture,
but this time we decided to
branch out and focus on a
different Latin country. So
we decided to do a really
pretty one from Colombia.”
The Feria de las Flores
event originated from Medel
lin, Colombia, which is often
called “the flower capital of
Latin America.” It is a worldfamous event celebrating Co
lombian cultural traditions

and botanical excellence.
The culture proudly exhibits
the countryside’s flourishing
mixture of flower and plant
life, which give Colombia its
reputation as one of the most
beautiful countries in Latin
America. During the weeklong celebration, the city of
Medellin becomes an intersec
tion of color, dance, food and
celebration among participants
of all nationalities.
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www.lanthorn.com
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WORD SCRAMBLE (l Am That Girl’
Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to caffeine.
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BY TY KONELL
TKONELL@LANTHORN.COM

On a global scale, wom
en can often feel disempowered or struggle with
self-negativity. The budding
Grand Valley State Univer
sity student chapter of I
Am That Girl, however, has
plans to combat this issue.
I Am That Girl, a national
organization that started
in 2012, aims to empower
women across the country.
Instated at GVSU in the fall
semester of 2016, these Lak
er women are hoping to sup
port their fellow classmates.
“Ever since I was young,

I have always felt the need
to go out of my way to help
people. I think for women,
always being exposed to
negative ways to view our
selves that we need extra
pushes of positivity in our
everyday lives,” said Alyssa
Vodak, vice president of
the organization. “I Am
That Girl will help women
grow to truly love them
selves and others, which is
something I hope to help
people succeed with.”
The organization was
brought to GVSU because
members felt there was
a lack of woman positive
spaces on campus.

New student organization
offers women’s empowerment

“I felt that GV was kind
of lacking a space like this
for girls. Being a women,
gender and sexuality stud
ies major and someone who
really stands for women’s
empowerment, I felt like
the campus was lacking the
community and space to
encourage girls,” said Carianne Okopski, president
of the club. “Telling them
they’re enough, validating
who they are without wor
rying about what society
says they should be and al
lowing them to speak up.”
I Am That Girl will al
low members to work on
their personal and profes

sional lives while belong
ing to a community that
cares about them.

LOG ON TO:
www.lanthorn.com
FOR THE FULL ARTICLE

I AM
THAT
GIRL
POWEP New GVSU student
Club. COURTESY | I AM THAT GIRL
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GVSU MEN’S AND WOM
EN’S TENNIS DROP ROAD
MATCHES
*

The Grand Valley State men's
and women’s tennis teams both
dropped its first match since
returning from its spring break
trip to Orlando. The men’s team
traveled to Western Michigan
where the Lakers lost 7-0 to the
Broncos Monday, March 20. The
women’s team traveled to the
east side of the state to lose a
tight 4-3 match to Detroit Mercy
Sunday. March 19.
On the men’s side, the Lakers
were unable to steal any wins
in doubles competition and did
nto have any success in singles
either. In singles play, No. 3 Jack
Geissler played two close sets
but fell in both of them 6-4.
Nicholas Urban forced a third set
in his singles match, but lost 1-0
(10-8) in the third set.
The women's team played in
a much tighter match but came
up short against Detroit Mercy.
The Lakers won two matches
in doubles play, but faltered in
singles play. The pairing of Aimee
Moccia and Alexa Sweeney won
their match 6-4 while Abby
Perkins and Livia Christman won
6-2. Sweeney won her singles
match 7-5, 6-4, and Moccia won
the only other singles match for
the Lakers 6-3, 6-7, 6-3.
ESPN WILL BROADCAST 15
GVSU SPRING GAMES
In conjunction with ESPN,
Grand Valley State athletics
announced that 15 games will
air live on ESPN3 across four dif
ferent sports. The GVSU baseball,
softball and lacrosse teams will
all have games air along with the
annual football spring game.
Three home doubleheaders for
baseball and softball will receive
coverage. Baseball games against
Ohio Dominican (Apr. 9), Ashland
(Apr. 12) and Saginaw Valley
State (May 5) while GVSU softball
games against Lake Erie (Apr. 22),
Walsh (Apr. 23) and Ferris State
(Apr. 28) will all air on ESPN3.
Lacrosse games against
Lindenwood (March 23) and Seton
Hill (Apr. 18) will receive coverage.
The football spring game will take
place Apr. 15 at noon.
GVSU BASEBALL AWARD
ED GLIAC HITTER AND
PITCHER OF THE WEEK
In a five-game week, the
Grand Valley State baseball team
had two standout junior players
win GLIAC Player of the Week
Awards. Noah Lamboley won
Pitcher of the Week while Austin
LaDoux won Hitter of the Week.
Lamboley recorded two wins
in two appearances against
Pace and Wisconsin-Parkside.
The transfer pitcher threw six
innings of one-run ball in a start
against Pace before pitching 2.1
scoreless innings of relief against
Wisconsin-Parkside.
While Lamboley shut down
opposing hitters, LaDoux gave
opposing pitchers nightmares on
the mound. In 15 at-bats, LaDoux
amassed eight hits, six of which
went for extra bases. He drove
in six runs during the span while
boosting his average to a teamhigh .447.
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LFGI NDS Grand Valley State senior Marti Corby crosses the ball past Tiffin’s net
during a game played this past season at Lubbers Stadium. GVL | KEVIN SIELAFF

Grand Valley State senior Clare Carlson prepares to kick the ball dur
ing a game played this past season at home in Allendale. GVL | KEVIN SIELAFF

Homegrown talent
GV’s Marti Corby and Clare Carlson sign with first ever GRFC women’s team
BY JOSH PEICK
JPEICK@L A N THORN. COM

he Grand Rapids
community is known
for its surplus of soc
cer talent that ad
vances to play at some of the
top-collegiate programs in
the nation. In 2015, the city
formed the Grand Rapids
Football Club to bring a pro
fessional men’s team to the

rich-soccer community.
This year, GRFC expanded
to create a womens team that
will compete in the United
Womens Soccer league in the
summer of 2017. Two famil
iar faces from the Grand Val
ley State womens soccer team
will be suiting up.
Former GVSU-standouts
Marti Corby and Clare Carlsob both signed with GRFC
to be part of the inaugural

season. Both Corby and recruit and putting the roster
Carlson were vital pieces of together for GRFC, we built
the 2016 GVSU senior class around West Michigan’s best
that reached four NCAA players,” said GRFC women’s
National
Championships coach lewis Robinson. “Our
first step was really putting
and won three of them.
An emphasis for GRFC on together who are the best
the mens and womens side players in West Michigan, and
has been to provide the com (Corby and Carlson) are right
munity with top-level soccer . up there at the top of the list
but doing so by developing and always have been.”
Corby and Carlson grew
the team with local players.
“When we first started to up in Ada, Michigan and

Fighting for a spot

SEE GRFC | AS

part in football pro day

3Y BEAU TROUTMAN
SPORTS@LANTHORN.COM

VARSITY SCHEDULE
.

Saturday, 1 p.m. at Walsh
(Doubleheader)
Sunday, noon at Walsh (DH)
SOFTBALL
Friday, 2 p.m. at Ohio Dominican
(DH)
Saturday, 10 a.m. at Ashland (DH)
TRACK AND FIELD
Friday, all day at Raleigh Relays
Saturday, all day at Raleigh
Relays
LACROSSE
Thursday, 4 p.m. vs. Lindenwood
Sunday, noon vs. Rollins College
MEN’S TENNIS
Thursday, 3 p.m. at Bellarmine
Friday, 10 a.m. at Southern
Indiana
Saturday, 1 p.m. at Indianapolis
WOMEN’S TENNIS
Thursday, 3 p.m. at Bellarmine
Friday, 10 a.m. at Southern
Indiana
Saturday, 1 p.m. at Indianapolis

played together at Forest
Hills Central High School.
After four years at GVSU
and eight years of playing
together, both were hungry
for more competition.
“It’s more about just getting
to play more,” Carlson said. “I
was really eager for that and
sad about possibly everything
being done alter last yeat” |

FOOTBALL
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GOT HOPS?: Grand Valley State senior linebacker David Talley performs a vertical jump during
GVSU football pro day in the Kelly Family Sports Center Monday, March 20. GVL | kevin SIELAFF

Heads turned, eyebrows
raised and whispers crept
around the Kelly Family Sports
Center practice field. Bystand
ers confirmed with people who
saw the time on the scouts’
stopwatches: 4.53 in the 40yard dash. The time wasn’t
recorded by a running back, a
receiver or a corner.
It was linebacker David
Talley.
That time was one of the
highlights of the Grand Valley
State football pro day this past
Monday, March 20. GVSU
seniors Talley, defensive end
Alton Voss, nickelback Mar
quez Gollman, offensive line
man Aaron Cox, safety Donte
Carey, defensive lineman
De’Ondre Hogan, defensive
lineman Mark Rosenquist
and defensive end Sydney
Omameh all participated.
“I think they did a good job,”
said GVSU coach Matt Mitch
ell. “It was interesting for me
because the last time I saw these
guys physically was in Decem
ber. I think the guys did a good
job training and getting ready
for the event, and put them
selves in position to come out
here and compete.”
With the exception of
Omameh, who transferred
from Ohio Dominican lastyear, the group contributed
to teams that went 24-4 the
last two years, including a na
tional semifinal appearance in
2015.
All seven had been train
ing in anticipation of the
event, and had the opportu
nity to showcase their abili
ties in front of scouts from
the NFLs Atlanta Falcons,
Baltimore Ravens and De
troit Lions, as well as the CFLs
Saskatchewan Roughriders.
The
players’
heights
weights were taken, and
then the seven competed in
drills seen at the NFL Com

bine: the vertical jump, broad
jump, 225 lb. bench press and
40-yard dash, among others.
Talley’s name consistently
stuck out during the drills. His
40 time would have been good
for second at the 2017 NFL
Combine only to Michigan
linebacker/safety Jabrill Pep
pers, who posted a 4.46.
“It makes me feel pretty
good to be in that conversa
tion,” Talley said. “All I’m try
ing to do is get a shot Truly in
the back of my mind, I wanted
to break a 4.5 and get a 4.4 (40
time), but you can’t complain.”
Talley posted a ridiculous
41” vertical jump, which
would have been the best at
the combine. He had a 10’3”
broad jump and had 23 reps
in the bench press. Talley
was second on the team with
76 tackles this past season.
Voss, who’s received na
tional coverage on his jour
ney to being an NFL pros
pect, had a good day as well.
He lived up to the height
and weight he announced
while on the Jim Rome ra
dio show Thursday, Feb. 16,
weighing in at 6’2, 255 lbs.
Voss posted 20 reps in the
bench press, a 34.5” vertical
and a 9.5” broad jump. All of
those numbers are on par with
numbers posted by his position
group at the combine. One of
his goals was to show teams that
he has the ability to play both a
4-3 style defensive end—which
he played at GVSU—and as a
3-4 edge rusher. He feels he ac
complished that.
“I feel like I gave them a
glimpse that I have the abilityf
Voss said. “I probably need a
little bit more work, a little bit
more coaching, but I’ve been
able to adjust from quarterback
to tight end, and end to D-end,
so for me to play on my feet and
play outside linebacker, that’s
something very doable”
Cox, a stalwart on the GVSU
SEE PRO DAY | Al
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Silent assassin
BY JACOB ARVIDSON
JARVIDSON@LANTHORN.COM

Silence
can
show
thoughtfulness, selflessness
and maturity. It can also give
others a reason to doubt.
;
Grand Valley State ju; nior hurdler and 400-meter

runner, Jessica O’Connell,
has seen both sides.
Silence says nothing about
an athletes confidence, but
O’Connell’s quiet personality
caused some people to ques
tion her ability to contribute
on the national level. Her per
formances heading into the

2016 outdoor season were con
sistently good, but there were
doubters who did not believe
she could compete nationally.
“Somebody told me a year
ago that she wasn’t the an
swer,” said sprints and hur
dles coach Alan Dunson.
O’Connell went out and

i DANbEROU^ Jessica O’Connell runs at the NCAA Indoor Championship Saturday, March 11. Though O'Connell
acts calm and collected on the outside, she is a force to be reckoned with on the track, courtesy | al steible

It

GRFC
CONTINUED FROM A7

Corby committed to the
team after Carlson due to in
juries and options to play else
where. Corby entered the Na
tional Women’s Soccer League
2017 Draft and after going un
drafted, she received a few invi
tations to tryout with teams.
*
“I did not pursue those
w (tryouts) because of my inju
ry, and I knew that if I made
a team or even as a reserve, I
would have to uproot my life
and live there,” Corby said. “I
wanted to graduate and fin
ish college and I would have
had to put that on hold.”
Carlson committed to the
team in December along
side her sister Mary Carlson
,who is a sophomore at Cen
tral Michigan. Both sisters
played together on the same
team in high school for one

year alongside Corby, and
the idea of reuniting on the
field sparked the idea of
joining GRFC.
“When we found out
about the team being made,
we talked about it right away,”
Mary Carlson said. “We both
wanted to have the opportu
nity to play together again.”
Outside of practicing to
gether in the offseason, the
sisters have played only one
season on the same field, but
the chemistry between the
two could come naturally.
“We definitely know how
each other plays really well,”
Mary Carlson said. “The
chemistry is really good con
sidering how close we are as
sisters so hopefully we will be
able to bring that on the field.”
The last time they played
together they played in posi
tions spread out on the field,
but now in the improbable
reunion, they will play right

next to each other on the
back line of the defense.
“I had never expected it
to happen ever again,” Clare
Carlson said. “The fact that
she’ll be playing center-back
right next to me will be in
teresting to see how that
works. I am hoping that we
have some innate chemistry
that just falls into place.”
A number of factors
brought Clare Carlson and
Corby back onto the field, the
two prominent factors being
convenience and familiarity.
Before the creation of
GRFC, both players trav
eled more than two hours
to compete against top com
petition in the region. Now,
both players will be playing
right in their backyard.
“I would never have ex
pected to have this level (of
competition) this close to
home,” Clare Carlson said.
The familiarity of the
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GV’s Jessica O’Connell proving
skeptics wrong in junior season

did nothing but prove the plete with hurdles and a lot of
skeptics wrong.
pain, isn’t a sight one would
She became an All-Ameri expect. Sprinting a hurdlecan as part of the 4x400-meter filled 400 meters, even for a
relay team and placed 14th in trained athlete, is generally
the country in the 400-me seen as grueling task.
ter hurdles during the 2016
Yet there she is after each
outdoor season. Then she re race, teeth gleaming and
turned for the 2017 indoor eyes shining as she smiles.
season and helped the relay
“She’ll finish her race in the
team finish second in the na 400 hurdles and she’ll be smil
tion and break a G VSU record.
ing,” said relay teammate An
The junior has continued gela Ritter. “It’s so weird.”
to impress with a win and a
The reason: she’s doing
provisional mark during the what she loves.
400 hurdles in the first outdoor
“Doing 400 hurdles out
meet of the 2017 season Friday, door is kind of a treat for
March 17. She posted a time of me,” O’Connell said.
1:01.74, just .14 seconds short
After spending more
of her time at nationals in 2016. than three months inside
“A lot of people don’t expect for the indoor season where
how fierce she is on the track she only runs open 400s and
just because she’s so quiet,” said relays, the outdoor season
fellow 400-hurdler Kylie Hicks. brings more than fresh air
“She’s not cocky. She knows and sunshine. It brings hap
what she can do and she’s not piness into O’Connell’s run
going to go out and brag about ning and makes all the hard
it. She’s super humble.”
work of running for months
O’Connell has always without hurdles worth it.
been humble, yet confident,
“She hates the 400, yet
since becoming a Laker. she spends a whole season
That combination has al doing it,” Ritter said. “She’s
lowed her to find success always working to get bet
and will ultimately be a key ter at it even though she
factor in GVSU’s chance at hates it. When she gets to
winning a national title.
outdoor season, it’s not
Dunson has seen it in that her attitude changes,
her all along.
but you can just tell how
“I hope she knows, from much happier she is when
our perspective, from my she’s doing hurdles.”
perspective, from her team
Even with the disdain,
mates’ perspective, that she O’Connell is quite talented run
belongs at the (national) ning the open 400. She is espe
meet, that she can score cially dangerous in the 4x400when she gets to the meet meter relay. Dunson started
and that she’s going to score trying her out in the relay dur
one, two, three or four ing the 2016 season.
points in the right direction
“The first time last year,
for us to win it all,” he said.
when I was told I was going
Even one point can make to run on the relay, I wasn’t
the difference at nationals. very confident about it and
O’Connell knows this and I didn’t think I was going to
has shifted to an extremely stay on it,” O’Connell said.
team-driven approach to “But I did. I started to get
each race, whether it be an more confident and by the
individual event or a relay.
end of the season I started
“My perspective is to to feel like that’s actually
do everything 1 do here, where ^belonged.”
not for myself, but for the
Heading into the 2017 out
Warn,” she said.
door season, OConnell has
The smile beaming across cemented herself as a staple in
O’Connell’s face after finish the relay. She was a part of the
ing a 400-meter race, com team that set a record during

coaches on staff also drew
both of them to the team.
Robinson,
the
GRFC
coach, coached both Clare
Carlson and Corby during
their time playing club soc
cer outside of high school
and collegiate soccer.
“It definitely made my de
cision easier because I know
his coaching style,” Clare
Carlson said. “I know he
really enjoys the game and
likes to make practices light
hearted but still competitive.
It definitely made me more
comfortable in pursuing.
“They’re coaches that
just know how to make you
Find that love for the game.”
With so many local
players on the team, the
two former GVSU players
are familiar with the rest of
roster through playing with
or against them, or simply
just recognizing the name.
“All of the people that they
have playing, it’s such an in
credible opportunity to play
with all of them,” Corby said.
“You can’t really pass it up.”
Making it to any level of
professional sports is difficult
to achieve, but to be able to play
professionally in an athlete’s
hometown is a rare feat.
“I am really excited just
to be able to represent my
hometown and to be able to
do it with my sister,” Mary
Carlson said. “That’s the

PRO DAY
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offensive line, had the high
est total in the bench press
with 30 reps. The 6’3”, 318
lb. lineman has the benefit
of having been teammates
with former GVSU lineman
Brandon Revenberg, who
now plays for the Hamilton
Tiger-Cats of the CFL.
“I think we’ve got a good
lineage of offensive and de
fensive lineman in the NFL,”
Mitchell said. “I think a lot of
these scouts, when they take a
look at our guys, they're going
to be tough, they’re going to be

coolest part for me.”
GRFC will play in the
newly
formed
United
Women’s Soccer Midwest
Conference with six oth
er teams. The UWS is a
second-tier professional
team behind the National
Women’s Soccer League.
The GRFC women’s team
is focusing on building the
community support similar
to that of the men’s team, but
winning is at the forefront of
creating that support.
“When it comes to the
team getting started, we want
to win,” Robinson said. “We
want to win in the league

the indoor season at the GVSU
Big Meet and then broke it
again at the indoor national
meet with a time of 3:42.50.
The four-year-old GVSU
outdoor record of 3:41.48
is still on the table though
and it gives the 2017 relay
team something extra to
strive for, O’Connell said.
Her talent has helped
O’Connell solidify herself
as a member of the relay
team, but her personality
is an added bonus for her
three running mates.
“I really enjoy having
her on the relay team,” Rit
ter said. “It just makes me
feel calmer. Something
about her is just special.”
O’Connell said being a part
of the relay team is an honor,
but it’s also more enjoyable be
cause you can celebrate a win or
a big moment with others.
“It’s just fun to share those
moments with people,” she
said. “When you break re
cords on your own, or win
races on your own, you enjoy
it yourself and other people
are happy for you, but when
you do it with a relay team
the moment is multiplied by
four. There’s nothing better
than sharing that moment
with three other people who
are feeling the exact same
way that you are.”
That team-first mental
ity is what teammates like
Ritter and Hicks point to as
one her strengths.
“We do a lot of racing in
practice,” Hicks said. “She’s
always happy for the person if
they win or if they do better.”
Another trait that makes
O’Connell so effective on
the track is her attention to
detail off it.
“She does all the things
you have to do to run your
best,” Ritter said. “Seeing
that, and being around her,
posmveW
too. Seeing her eat nealtny,
1 know I !
to do thv
too. Alot of^^^^^We
things that she’s done I’ve
picked up on and done.”

that we’re in and maybe have
aspirations in the future to
move up in leagues.”
If the GRFC women’s
team is to have success in its
first season, Corby and the
Carlson sisters will be at the
center of that success.
“The thing that I like
best about them is they’re
both just such winners, very
committed, very competi
tive,” Robinson said. “They
bring everything that you
want especially in a firstyear team that you are try
ing to build those expecta
tions and standards.”

Pi AS IN A POO Marti Corby (13) and Clare Carlson (7) celebrate a
GVSU goal Sunday. Sept. 18. 2016 in Allendale. GVL I KEVIN sielaff

humble, they’re going to have
a lot of the intangibles they’re
looking for. Aaron would fall in
line with a lot of those guys.”
Gollman posted 19 reps
in the bench press, which
would have been good for
second among all safeties
at the combine.
GVSU didn’t have a Matt
Judon—who drew inter
est from over 20 scouts last
year—at this year’s pro day,
and many of the prospects are
aiming to be on team’s prior
ity free agent (PFA) lists. After
all seven rounds of the NFL
draft are completed, teams get
to assign 15 undrafted players
as PFAs. All players are work-

ing toward receiving phone
calls from teams come the fi
nal night of the draft.
“Of the eight that we have,
I don’t know,” Mitchell said.
“We’d love to go eight for eight
getting guys in (NFL training
camps), but I don’t know if
that’s realistic either. That’s the
range these guys are looking
at. There will be a competi
tive market for them once the
draft ends trying to get them
on free agent contracts.”
The NFL Draft will take
place Thursday, April 27
through Saturday, April 29,
with the First round airing
on ESPN that Thursday.
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Measures of success
GVSU SAAC partners with Make-A-Wish
to visit two-year old with rare illness
BY ROBBIE TRIANO
RTRIANO@LANTHORN.COM

There can be many ways
to define success today. Most
definitions include reach
ing a certain career status,
attaining a specific level of
wealth or reaching a sustain
able level of happiness.
But for two-year old Kaleb
Fry, who suffers from a rare
condition called polymicrogy
ria, success may be as simple as
making it to the next day alive.
“Whether its days or weeks
without experiencing a seizure,
having some huge medical
event or going to the hospital,
we’ve had to learn how to mea
sure success differently now,”
said Kalebs father, Ryan Fry. “In
the last two weeks, (the doc
tors) said the initial estimate of
six months left to five was too
aggressive and looking more
towards four months.
“So at this point, we don’t
even know if he’ll make his
third birthday (on March 30).”
After realizing the severity
of his condition, the MakeA-Wish Foundation quickly
partnered with Grand Val
ley State University’s Student
Athlete Advisory Committee
(SAAC) to visit Kaleb Fry, his
four-year old brother Owen
Fry and the rest of the Fry
family Friday, March 17.
Members of the SAAC and
Louie the Laker arrived with a
basket full of laker apparel for
Kaleb Fry and the family, as
well as talking to him and an
impromptu push-up contest
between Louie and Owen Fry.

Players from the football team
even made a card highlighted
with bright colors and Kalebs
name, included with signatures
and get-well messages inside.
Ryan Fry said the SAAC’s
efforts were much more
than just a simple visit.
“For that 45 minutes to
an hour, nothing else mat
tered to us,” Ryan Fry said.
“Kaleb was happy, engaging
and smiling more than his
usual self. The family wasn’t
bothered for an hour. It was
very rewarding to see.”
Polymicrogyria is a condi
tion characterized by abnor
mal development of the brain
before birth where the brain
develops too many small folds
called gyri. The condition
causes electrical activity in the
brain that affects nerve endings
which can cause seizures.
While most cases only affect
one region of the brain, Kaleb
Fry’s rare condition affects both
hemispheres creating more
severe neurological problems.
He doesn’t have the ability to
eat, breath, walk, or hold up his
head on his own.
After discovering their son’s
ailment three months after
birth, the Fry family had to
adapt their house and lifestyle
around the condition. Changes
included installing an intensive
care unit in their house, being
always prepared to transport
him to the hospital and sacri
ficing their social life.
“I’ve always prided myself
on being a good father and
husband. Now, it really brings
a full picture into it,” Ryan Fry

said. “We don’t really go out
as a family anymore. If we go
anywhere, we have five differ
ent pieces of equipment and a
bunch of emergency meds in
case something does happen.
“That being said, we have to
essentially take a U-Haul with
us to transport all the equip
ment we need if we do go out.”
With Kaleb Fry’s time
now numbered, the Fry
family has begun to focus
on one question:
“Getting in that mindset of
how can we impact what were
doing in our own lives and help
other. That’s what really canned
us through,” Ryan Fry said.
The family has been in talk
with the polymicrogyria foun
dation and a children’s hospital
out in Seattle that has the lead
ing researcher of the condi
tion. Once Kaleb Fry passes,
the family decided to donate
his brain as a donation for
study in attempt discover the
gene issue that caused it.
“We’re going to deeply
miss him, but if we can help
other people along that way,
then that’s what we’re going
to do,” Ryan Fry said.
When SAAC president
Kira Doseriberry visited
the family, the thing that
stuck out most was Kaleb
Fry’s infectious smile.
“We walked in and the
family was so just welcoming,”
Dosenberry said. “We came
with a whole bunch of gifts,
including a ‘Louie the Laker’tshirt in his size. The mom said
I could lay the shirt on top of
him, and his face just lit up the

Kaleb Fry gets a visit from Louie the Laker and GVSU’s Student Athlete Advisory Commit-;
tee (SAAC) Friday, March 17. Fry suffers from the rare condition of polymicrogyria. COURTESY I GVSU SAAC

minute we put it down.”
The SAAC raised $7,000
during the 2015-16 school year
towards Make-A-Wish foun
dation, and Dosenberry was
humbled to see the effect of the
group hands-on. The group
even created a Go-Fund-Me
fundraiser, which has accu
mulated around $1,000 since
Wednesday, Feb. 22.
“It was just an amazing

experience to see the abil
ity our hard work of fund
raising has to benefit oth
ers,” Dosenberry said.
Besides his illness, the
family wants Kaleb Fry’s leg
acy to be known as a kid who
always had a smile on his face.
He has even been known to
smile and laugh at “90s gang
ster rap” on Pandora Radio
that his father puts on.

“Were about raising aware
ness,” Ryan Fry said. “We
know it might not impact our
situation, but long term if we
can help someone down the
road, we just want to leave a
legacy in Kalebs honor.”
To donate for SAACl’s
Make-A-Wish campaign, go to
https://www.gofundme.coni/
gvsu - saac - makeawish
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■i TJui ----MORE ROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT: Senior defender Corey Robison makes a play with the r uck Friday. Nov. 18, 2016. The Grand Valley State women’s club hockey team lost both of their games in the national
tournament series that took place Wednesday, March 15, and Thursday, March 16, against Miami-Ohio when the Lakers failed to make as many quality shots on goal as they had hoped for. I GVL I EMILY FRYE

‘Top of the line’
BY BRADY MCATAMNEY
BMCA TA MNEY@LANTHORN.COM

The Grand Valley State
women’s club hockey team
dropped both of their games
against Miami- Ohio in the
national tournament series
played in Columbus, Ohio.
The Lakers fell 4-2 in game
one Wednesday, March 15,
and the Redhawks clinched
the series win over the Lakers
2-1 Thursday, March 16.
The Redhawks would go on
to win the ACHA National Ti
tle with a 4-1 win over Liberty
Sunday, March 19.
Game one began with an
early goal from the Redhawks
before the Lakers netted two
of their own from senior Al
lison Lowe and sophomore
Taylor Lampar to capture a
one goal advantage. How
ever, Miami answered with
two goals of their own and
held the lead all the way until
dropping in an empty netter
in the final moments of the
game to seal the victory.
“We competed well but in
the third we had too many
mistakes. They’re a talented
team and they were able to
punish us for it,” said GVSU
coach Sean McKernan.
In the second game of the
best-of-three series, GVSU
once again fell behind by a goal
but senior Karyn Schmaltz
netted an equalizer shortly

•♦

thereafter. After two periods
the teams were knotted at one
goal apiece until the Redhawks
managed to get one past junior
Laker goaltender Lauren Allen.
Miami managed to hold on
from there as the Lakers ran
out of time, ending their season
just a few goals shy of a title.
“It was frustrating be
cause I know that we could
have beat them and just little
mistakes that they capital
ized on kind of sucked,” said
senior forward Lowe. “In the
end we worked hard and it
made me feel better knowing
that it wasn’t a total loss.”
As is the case with nearly ev
ery game, the leakers were not
perfect with their execution.
Senior defender Corey Robison
noted that puck movement and
overall awareness were much
improved from weeks past, but
a couple of missed opportuni
ties appeared to have cost them.
“The quality of our shots
could have been improved and
the number of shots (could
have improved),” Robison
said. “We didn’t take every
shot we had and we should
have because Miami’s goalie
isn’t the best goalie I’ve seen in
my life. We preached getting
the puck to the net and we got
some of our goals that way. We
need those shots. We definitely
could have improved on get
ting shots to the net."
With Miami being a regu
lar powerhouse in the sport,

GVSU knew it had to prepare
for a battle on the ice that
could easily go either way.
The abnormally young
Laker squad did not shy away
from the challenge by playing
aggressively and going hard
on every play and, showing by
the scores, they were nearly re
warded for their efforts.
“We knew we were facing
a challenge with Miami. We
knew they had a lot of skill up
front,” McKernan said. “We
didn’t sit back, we attacked the
puck which we liked. They just
took advantage of a few more
mistakes than we made than
we did. (Our goaltenders) were
fantastic and overall we were
able to take a lot out of this.”
Teammates and coaches
alike recognized the efforts of
the entire team, but especially
appreciated the play of Allen,
Lowe and sophomore lampar,
among others.
With such a young unit,
the Lakers figure to take the
experience gained from such a
high level of competition faced
down the stretch and take it
into next season to improve
and capture the last two wins
that evaded them in 2017.
“just trying to get a con
sistent effort each game. We
were pretty young up front, so
adjusting things like getting
used to the offense will be big
especially going into playoffs
and nationals,” McKernan said.
“It was a learning weekend and

GV falls to Miami-Ohio in
national tournament series

you hope you can build on it
and prepare for the future.”
The Lakers’ youth seemed
to cause the fresher faces to
underestimate the magnitude
and legitimacy of the stage they
would soon be playing on - a
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mindset that can very much
hinder a team early.
“When we got there you
could see the look on their fac
es like, this is real, this is top of
the line,” Robison said. “I think
from the bus ride home when
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we lost those games that there
was a different energy and a
realization for what we can do
next year. It was like a switch
had flipped and they were
ready for next year already.”
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TOP PLAYERS Michigan forwards Moe Wagner (13) and DJ Wilson (5) celebrate during the Wolverines'
second-round upset win over the No. 2 Louisville Cardinals this past weekend, courtesy I fansided

r A
$ Wisconsin guard Bronson Koenig drives past a Villanova defender in the team’s second
round win. The Badgers were an underdog, as they were only a No. 8 seeded team. GVL | maddie meyer

NCAA Tournament proves Big Ten
is better than previously thought
BY JOSH PEICK
JPEICK@LA N THORN. COM

Heading into the 2017
NCAA Division I Mens
Basketball Tournament, the
Adantic Coast Conference
(ACC) was believed to be the
strongest conference in the
country and for good reason.
The ACC broke the NCAA
record with nine teams making
the tournament, including one
No. 1 seed and two No. 2 seeds.
Now with the first week
end of March Madness in the
books, the only ACC team
remaining is No. 1 seed North
Carolina, and they barely
squeaked by in their second
round match against Ar
kansas. Duke, Louisville and

Florida State were all upset in
the second round.
While the ACC has
struggled in the tournament,
the four other power-five
conferences have thrived,
including the Big Ten. Purdue
was the only Big Ten team
ranked below a six seed, but
two other Big Ten teams upset
its opponents to make it to the
Sweet Sixteen. Seventh-seeded
Michigan upset No. 2 Louis
ville, while No. 8 Wisconsin
upset defending champion and
No. 1 seed Villanova.
Why has the believed-tobe strongest conference in the
nation faltered on the biggest
stage while the Big Ten has
found success? Three reasons:
experience/leadership, guard

play and misinformation
about the conference.
Experience/Leadership
Unlike the ACC the Big Ten
has benefitted from limiting the
amount of one-and-done play
ers. Teams like Duke and North
Carolina recruit some of the top
players in the country, which
in turn m^ns those players are
likely to enter the draft alter
their first year. The Big Ten
teams have plenty of four-year
players that have made an
impact in the tournament.
Wisconsin’s Bronson Koe
nig and Nigel Hayes demand
the ball in the final moments
and almost always make the
big shot. Michigan’s Derrick
Walton has proved time and

time again that he has ice in
his veins. Purdue is a team
with a handful of juniors
and seniors that all provide
key minutes for the team, to
go along with sophomore
sensation Caleb Swanigan.
Experience always seems
to trump any other quality
of a team. All of the great
team’s in the history of the
NCAA have all possessed
experienced players.
Gqard play
Tired of hearing Charles
Barkley repeat the same
thing every time he is on the
camera? That strong guard
play is the most important
factor in the tournament.
Well it is, although he has

AKER EXCHANGE

made his point well known.
Walton and Koenig are
two experienced guards that
have carried their teams to
the third round. Don’t bet
against Koenig, ever. He has
hit the big shots before and
he continues to do so. And
although Walton scored only
10 points against Louisville,
at the end of the game he hit
the shot that sealed the game.
Even Spike Albrecht, the
former Michigan wonder-boy,
is the senior rock for Purdue
that can settle a game down and
limit the amount of turnovers.
Misinformation about the
conference
Purdue is the lowest Big
Ten team in the tournament
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Housing

as a four seed while the rest
of the conference was placed
between five and nine seeds.
There was no clear-cut bestteam in the conference, the
it was deeper than the initial
appearance.
The fact of the mat
ter is, every team in the
conference beat each other
up. Most of the teams split
with each other during
the regular season, with
Michigan making a unsus
pected run to win the Big
Ten Tournament.
It was hard to gauge
how good the conference
actually was based on its
balance, but the Big Ten
has proved it is better than
people thought.

Housing

Announcements

OR CALL

r

616 331-2460
-

Employment

L.
Meadows Crossing is the
best off-campus housing in
Grand Valley apartments.
Our townhomes
and Allendale apartments in
Allendale offer modern
amenities, comfort, privacy,
and a great location
Conveniently located at the
48th Avenue entrance to
Grand Valley State
University’s Allendale
campus. Schedule a tour
today and experience the
best off-campus, GVSU
apartments in the Allendale
rental market!

Looking for a female to
sublease room for fall
semester (August to
December) 2017, location
East Grand Rapids, Rent:
$500 all included Contact
mmh006@aquinas.edu

From your friends at
Facilities: Save green! Cut
down on your energy use to
help GV save money and
the earth!

FOLLOW US!
616 Fulton Street
West, Grand Rapids

@GVLonthorn
Looking for roommates
(male or female) for
upcoming school year, Trio
Center $522/mo plus
shared utilities.
Aug 2017-May 2018 Feel
free to contact me at
fordcas@mail gvsu edu

ANSWERS

TO
PUZZLES

As the weather warms up,
cool off with delicious frozen
yogurt from Spoonlickers!
Located at 616 Fulton West
in downtown Grand Rapids.
Bring in Spoonlicker's ad in
today's paper and receive
20% off! For more
information about
Spoonlickers. visit

Peppinos Pizza located
5065 Lake Michigan Dr.
offers lots of great food,
including a $6.95 1 item
pizza if you show your
college ID! Call them today
for more information
616-895-1615.
Look out! The Student
Senate Election Guide will
be coming out on in the
March 27th issue of the
Lanthorn, and voting opens
at that time too! Get active
and help choose our next
Student Leaders!

Voting
Next Week Online at
gvsu.edu/studentsenate

http://www.spoonlickersgr.com
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Come see GV Theatre’s
performance of Eurpide’s
Helen March 24-April 2. This
captivating play that pulls on
the theatrical strings of
tragedy and comedy is full of
surprises and delights with
its intriguing take on an
ancient tale. For tickets and
more information, call
626-331-2300 or visit
gvsu.edu/theatre!

St Alphonsus Parish,
located at 224 Carrier St. NE
in Grand Rapids, is offering
a 6-week bridge class for
beginners. It's free!
Participants can choose
either afternoon or evening
classes. The classes are
open to all, young and old,
staff and students If you are
interested, contact Ed
Bartos at
ednpatti@yahoo.com or at
616-745-6984!

Work on Mackinac Island
This Summer - Make
lifelong friends. The Island
House Hotel and Ryba’s
Fudge Shops are seeking
help in all areas: Front Desk,
Bell Staff, Wait Staff, Sales
Clerks, Kitchen, Baristas.
Dorm Housing, bonus, and
discounted meals
(906) 847-7196.
www theislandhouse.com

